[Why consult a homoeopath? A medical practice in Münster/Westphalia in the 19th century].
The physician Friedrich von Bönninghausen (1828-1910) practiced from 1864 until his death as a homoeopath in Münster/Westphalia. The article locates this "alternative" practice in its medical surrounding. It is shown which cures the patients had already used before they turned to the method of Hahnemann and which motives are given in the records for their decision to consult the homoeopath.